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Allotments in the European Union 

 
Allotments are never going to be a make or break issue in the EU in/out referendum. But 
it’s still nice to know that our European neighbours have the same sort of concerns about 
access to land as we do, whether allotments are new to the country, or well established. 

 
Near Hjelm in South Jutland, Denmark can boast the oldest allotment gardens still in ex-
istence, founded in 1821. Allotment gardening started in Denmark and swiftly spread to 
the other Scandinavian countries where it is still well supported. In Denmark many allot-
ment gardens are on the edges of housing developments. They are usually on land owned 
by the municipality and often reserved for people living in flats with no access to a gar-
den of their own. They can be big enough to hold a little summer house. No one is al-
lowed to live permanently on an allotment, but families can stay during the summer 
when the main water supply is connected. In the past allotment gardens in Denmark pro-
vided an essential larder. Now the attraction is more about a simple communal life in a 
little hut with few amenities. They are very popular and there can be waiting lists of at 
least 14 years to get access to an allotment. 
 
In many countries, as in the UK, allotments were developed towards the end of the 19th 
century and beginning of the 20th century. The driving force was rural depopulation 
caused by industrialisation resulting in misery and an appalling diet for the poor and un-
employed who had previously grown much of their own food. The emphasis was on food 
production for the family and this is still an important aspect of allotment gardening. 
However it was recognised quite early that there were additional benefits and in Sweden 
and Germany allotments were developed with the specific aim of providing a safe place 
for children to play and for people (particularly the unemployed and retired) to socialise. 
 
All over Europe allotment gardening was encouraged by governments during the two 
world wars, when fresh food was hard to come by.  In times of peace the universal ten-
dency, sadly, is to prioritise building development over people’s access to growing space.  

SAGS membership 
 
If allotments in Scotland are 
important to you, then join 
SAGS.  There are four catego-
ries of membership: 

• Individual 

• Site 

• Federation of sites 

• Developing group 
 
Information about joining can 
be found at  
www.sags.org.uk/
JoinSAGS.php 

 

Scottish Allotments 
Conference and 
AGM  2016 

This year’s conference will 
be held on Saturday June 
18th in the charming and 
convenient Victoria Halls, 
Dunblane on Saturday 
June 18th 10am - 4.00pm  

There will be emphasis on 
the implications for the 
allotment community of 
the new Community Em-
powerment Act (CEA). 
Other highlights include: 
• Reports from sites 

around Scotland 

• The New Urban But-
terfly Project 

• School projects and 
Learning for Sustaina-
bility 

•  Workshops on: 
(a) legal entities 
(b) Butterflies 
(c) Learning for sus-
tainability 
(d) Potatoes 

 

The full programme can be 
viewed and downloaded  
at www.sags.org.uk 

 

Allotment garden  Copenhagen Oval Allotment Gardens, Naerum, Denmark 

 

Allotments at Templehof Airport (disused) Berlin Allotments on edge of Lisbon 
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Campaigns and activities 

My work continues on the SAGS Col-
laborative Doctoral award. Recently I 
have been writing up a chapter on 
Scottish allotments in the 1950s. Un-
fortunately it has been depressing 
work at times! In the 1950’s housing 
had become the major concern of 
both central and local government 
and allotments, on much needed 
land, were under threat.  

The Scottish Allotments and Gardens 
Society (SAGS) was set up in 1946 and 
its political intentions were immedi-
ately highlighted by the first secre-
tary, William McWilliam.  He wrote to 

members that the society’s main aim 
was ‘to fight for the establishment of 
PERMANENT ALLOTMENTS in all large 
cities’. SAGS did this by pressuring 
the government for new allotment 
legislation and supporting allotment 
sites on an individual basis by writing 
campaign letters and helping with 
petitions.  

New legislation was passed in Octo-
ber 1950 giving plotholders the right 
to a year’s notice if their site was 
bought by developers .  However this 
part of the law was never implement-
ed because, infuriatingly, the 1950 
Housing (Scotland) Act was passed 
later that same day.  This second bill  
undercut the allotments act so that 
only fourteen days’ notice had to be 
given!  

At the 1952 SAGS conference, a talk 
was given estimating that 20,000 al-
lotments had been lost in Scotland 
since the end of the Second World 
War. Some were simply given up but 
many were lost to housing and the 
creation of public facilities such as 
schools, railway improvements and 
playing fields.  Many allotments had 
been started up during the war and 
often these allotments were on land 

already earmarked for development 
that had been delayed by the war.  

Glasgow was hit particularly hard as 
the city’s housing crisis was so ex-
treme. In December 1950 there were 
2645 plots in Glasgow but by Decem-
ber 1956 there were just 1793. In 
addition even when a site was re-
placed the new site was often on 
land with very poor soil or too far 
away from people’s houses for it to 
be practical for them to work their 
plots.  

SAGS supported plotholders facing 
eviction by writing letters of protest 
to local authorities on their behalf 
and occasionally this did result in 
allotments being saved. The 1950s 
was an incredibly stressful time to be 
a plotholder! But it also shaped SAGS; 
the early committee were incredibly 
passionate and determined and 
worked hard to protect and promote 
allotments as a way of growing food 
and keeping people mentally and 
physically healthy, work that is con-
tinued by the society today. 

Gardening Scotland is the biggest plant fair in Scotland 
and takes places from Friday 3rd – Sunday 5th June provid-
ing everything from an abundance of beautiful plants to 
tools, equipment and garden furniture 

SAGS, as members of the Garden for Life Forum, have a 
stand in the Living Garden alongside many other environ-
mental organisations concerned with sustainable garden-
ing.  Please do drop by and say hello to our representa-
tives on the stand, bring us your photos and stories, ask 
any questions about any aspect of allotments and we’ll do 
our best to answer them. You’ll be able to pick up the 
final SAGS Annual Conference Programme and registration 
form.   

This year’s Show Garden is a new venture for the Garden 
for Life Forum.  EcoSchools from all over Scotland have 
participated in a competition to design a pocket garden 
on the “One Planet Picnic” theme using plants that can 
be eaten,  attract biodiversity, and which reuse some-
thing which would otherwise have been thrown away. The 

winning entries will make up the garden.  

Getting there: Ingliston is right by Edinburgh Airport, off 
the A8 at the Royal Highland Showground.  There are ded-
icated buses running from Edinburgh to the Showground. 
For all travel details, see www.gardeningscotland.com/
location/ 

 

 

 

 

Gardening Scotland 2016 

How Housing Trumped Allotments in Glasgow in the 1950’s 
 

Hannah Baxter 

Allotments near Corkerhill Station, prob-
ably in the 1930’s.  One of many sites 
that  disappeared after the end of WW2 
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Successes and Developments 

A team of four from Scotland won a 
gold medal at the last Chelsea Flower 
Show.  The team was led by Morrice 
Innes and they built a magnificent 
display of a 140 varieties of potatoes 
from his 600 strong collection grown 
on the outskirts of New Machair Aber-
deenshire.  The other members of 
the team were Morrice’s wife Anne 
and John and Rhona Marshall. 
 
John Marshall is the ‘Potato Profes-
sor’ for the Royal Highland Educa-
tional Trust and gives talks and work-
shops to schools and horticultural 
groups across Scotland.  

He describes the event:  
When we arrived on the Thursday 
before the event there was already a 
fair amount of activity in The Grand 
Pavilion. Black hessian clad platforms 
were being transformed into exotic 
tropical gardens. We were surround-
ed by the Pillars of Mexico, the spice 
Island of Grenada and the rum punch 
of Trinidad and Tobago.  

On the potato stall it was slow work 
as we selected for the themes  

• Scotland,  

• Ireland,  

• Baking,  

• Blight Resistance,  

• coloured flesh  

and so on.  

One minute before the Sunday 9pm 
deadline we were finished. 

We were going to work the stand in 
shifts but the popularity was such 
that we were all at hand to exchange 
“tattie talk”. We reckoned we had 
spoken with over 50 nationalities, 
“Where were the Jersey Royals?” 
“We love the knobbly Pink Fir Ap-
ples” “Do purple potatoes taste pur-
ple?” “Maris Piper make the Best 
Chips” “Where can I get Arran Victo-
ry?”  

Recipes from the bay of Biscay with 
grilled sardines, wrinkly potatoes 
from the Canaries, Accordion pota-
toes from Auchermuchty, curried 
ones from Bombay. At one point we 
had an invasion of chefs. A quick re-
count reassured Morrice that his po-
tatoes were all there when they left. 

Everybody congratulated Morrice on 
his award, the first ever gold medal 
for potatoes at the Chelsea Flower 
Show. 

Craigentinny Telferton Allotments win Planning Fight 

Scottish Potato Growers triumph at Chelsea 
 

 

 
The winning potato display 

From left to right: 
Anne and Morrice Innes, 
Rhona and John Marshall 
 

On April 14th  the Planning Committee 
meeting in Edinburgh City Chambers, 
unanimously rejected Avant Homes' 
application to build houses on the 
cherished Cragentinny Telferton allot-
ments. 

Allotment holders and local people, all 
objecting to the planning proposal, 
filled the public gallery, and  lined the 
walls at the back of the chamber. The 
strength of opposition could not have 
been lost on the officials in attend-

ance.  

The Planning Officer gave an account 
of the official comments to the Coun-
cil, declaring that there were 281 ob-
jections, only 3 comments in support 
and a petition of 3,032 signatures (at 
time of submission) opposing the pro-
posal "...so we have roughly 3,300 in 
objection to it." 

THIS IS EPIC ... not only was the peti-
tion worthwhile as an indication of 
support, but each and every signature 
counted towards the total number of 
objections presented to council.  
Most people believe that a petition, no 
matter how many sign it, is only 
counted as one objection.  This exam-
ple shows that sometimes at least it is 
not the case and that on line petitions 
can in fact be a powerful tool. 

For this we can't thank you enough. 
Our victory was, in a real and tangible 
sense, also your victory. 

On behalf of the Craigentinny & Tel-

ferton Allotment Committee, the local 
community and the wider allotment 
movement, we thank each and every 
signatory of the petition. 

The developer still has the option to 
appeal to the Scottish Government.  
So the petition is being kept open as 
proof of the number of objections 
raised. 

  

Dave Roberts with fellow cam-
paigning plotholders 
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Ideas...... 

How butterfly-friendly is your allot-
ment? Butterfly Conservation Scot-
land have launched a competition 
to find out if Scotland’s allotments 
are providing homes for these 
beautiful creatures. Even if it’s the 
dreaded ‘Cabbage whites’ or a 
Small Tortoiseshell tucked away in 
your shed, the Stirling-based chari-
ty wants to hear from you. 

It is often reported that butterflies 
are declining in the wider country-
side, so allotments and other urban 
greenspaces are becoming ever 
more important for the conserva-
tion of butterflies. 

To take part all you have to do is 
record the butterflies you see at 
your site two or three times 
through the summer. You can even 
record while you garden! This helps 
to build up a picture of the differ-
ent butterflies found nearby. The 
records can be submitted online, 
via a free app, or through paper 
forms. 

Entrants will be given free butter-
fly identification guides, and in-
structions on how to go about their 
surveys. The information gathered 
will be used by Butterfly Conserva-
tion to inform important conserva-
tion work, so your records can 
make a real difference. The win-
ning allotments will receive some 
garden tools for everyone to use 
and butterfly-friendly wildflowers 
and seeds. 

 

 

This competition is part of the Ur-
ban Butterfly Project, which aims 
to find out more about how butter-
flies are using urban spaces, and 
take action to improve urban habi-
tats for butterflies.  The Project is 
running butterfly identification 
workshops across Scotland through-
out May. 

To get involved or request your 
free Urban Butterfly ID chart con-
tact Anthony McCluskey on 
amccluskey@butterfly-
conservation.org  
or phone 0178645 9811.  

To find out about the butterfly 
identification workshops, or for 
more information in general about 
the project or the work of Butter-
fly Conservation visit: 
www.butterfly-conservation.org/
urbanbutterflies  
 

Join the Urban Butterfly Project 

 
Ragged Band, is a group of people 
who share a passion for growing 
and cooking their own food.  One 
day they were talking about the 
success of Potato Days and how 
much potatoes are loved and 
prized. They are grown and cooked 
all round the world in all kinds of 
dishes from crisps to macaroons. 

They decided to write a booklet 
with potato recipes from all over 
the world, suggested by fellow plot
-holders and friends. As the recipes 
poured in so did the stories and 
information - where the first pota-
toes came from; the legend of Mr 
Parmentier and his hachis potatoes; 
potatoes in China and many more. 
They also wanted to know where 

our seed potatoes grew and how 
different varieties were produced. 
Did you know that it may take ten 
years to breed a new variety of po-
tato?  There are 250 varieties grown 
commercially and in 2015 the in-
dustry was worth £80—£100 million 

to the Scottish economy? 

We produced our first potato book-
let ‘Tatties for Tea’, a loving trib-
ute to the humble spud. It was 
launched with food and music at 
the Project cafe in Glasgow on April 
28th. 

There is information and stories for 
at least two more ‘potato booklets’ 
before the enthusiasm runs out. 
Any profits will be shared with 
SAGS and GAF - not a fortune but a 
contribution. 

If you want a copy, they cost £3  
from Emily Chappell at  http://
www.emilychappell.com 

. 

Have Tatties for Tea! 

Small Tortoiseshell 

Peacock 

Comma 
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SAGS activities 

About SAGS 
 
SAGS is a voluntary organisation 
funded by the subscriptions of 
its members.  We offer a forum 
through which plot holders can 
work together to make sure that 
allotment sites will flourish in 
Scotland in the next millennium.  
If you care about allotment pro-
vision in Scotland then join 
SAGS. 
 
In particular we plan to: 

• Work together to lobby Mem-
bers of the Scottish Parlia-
ment for improved and in-
creased allotment provision 
in Scotland. 

• Maintain contact with the 
Parliament so that we can 
represent gardeners’ inter-
ests during the consultative 
stages of legislation which 
may affect Sites. 

 
SAGS provides an opportunity to: 

• Share experiences to resist 
the takeover of Allotment 
Sites when these are threat-
ened by building or other 
developments. 

• Find examples from other 
sites on the best terms of let 
or lease when these are be-
ing negotiated for a Site 

• Act as a forum for the ex-
change of information on Site 
Management experience giv-
ing advice on good practice 
in forming and preparing a 
suitable Constitution and for-
mulating a missive-of-let 

 
Contact SAGS on: 
secretary@sags.org.uk 
treasurer@sags.org.uk 
 
Any items or correspondence for 
the next newsletter should be 
sent as an email to: 
 
webmaster@sags.org.uk 
 
To keep up to date with SAGS 
activities visit the web site at 
www.sags.org.uk 
 
The web site also links to our 
Facebook page  

Charrettes 

The Scottish Government has a new approach to consulting local communities on plan-
ning policy through ‘Charrettes’.  A Charrette is a process involving intensive workshops 
where stakeholders e.g. local residents, developers, local organisations such as schools, 
churches, allotments (!) get together to create a vision for their neighbourhood. The 
Scottish Government has been piloting its ‘Charrette Mainstreaming Programme’ since 
2012.   

Nairn Allotment Society was an early allotment beneficiary of this scheme, where their 
allotment developments were approved at a pilot Charrette in February 2012. In 2015 
Hamilton Hill allotment association in Glasgow attended a Charette in their area.  They 
had a less positive experience than Nairn, and felt that, at least in Glasgow, there is a 
lot of work still to be done to strengthen the awareness of allotments’ contribution to 
biodiversity, social well being, sustainability, health, town-scape….... 

A fund of £300,000 was available in 2015-16 to support the delivery of community design 
charrettes across Scotland. The fund aims to support communities to input directly into 
the design and development of plans for the future of their areas. 

Local Authority Planning has an important influence on the availability of allotment 
sites.  It influences both the preservation of existing sites and the possibility of develop-
ing new sites through, for example, designating land as green space or as space for 

building development.   

We strongly recommend all associations ask to be on the local Community Planning 
Partnership mailing list, so as to be informed of any Charrette in their area. Please 
encourage members and those on your waiting lists to attend these and press for 
allotments to be taken seriously and protected. 

Community Budgeting 

This (also known as Participatory Budgeting) is another initiative allotment associa-
tions should be aware of.   The idea is to empower local communities by giving them 
more control over local spending.  The government has been running pilot schemes since 
2010 and the idea is due to go mainstream next year. 

For 2015/2016 the Scottish Government has made funds available to Glasgow City Coun-
cil to match fund a budget identified by each Area Partnership. This will provide a total 
of £10,000 for each of Glasgow's 21 Area Partnerships that local community groups can 
bid into. Area Partnerships called for proposals in March 2016 for projects to be com-
pleted by the end of June. These have already been discussed and voted on at Events 
across the city.  The short time span of this process highlights the need for allotment 
associations to ensure that their local community councils are aware of their needs.  In 
Glasgow, Kelvinside Allotments Association requested £1,800.00 to purchase a heavy-
duty metal shed with base to store tools, and thorny-hedge planting to increase site se-
curity.  As Local Authorities draw back from covering  maintenance this sort of funding is 
going to be more and more important for the preservation of allotments. 

Politics and allotments 

 
You may find you put your ideas across more ef-
fectively at  your local Charette if you come 
armed with a Place Standard Diagram, which 
seems to be one of the Scottish Government’s 
latest favourite planning toys.   
 
This is not as terrifying as it looks.  You complete 
an on line questionnaire  where you rate various 
aspects of your area on a scale from 1 to 7.  For 
each question there is also a box where you can 
explain the reasons for your rating. 
 
When the questionnaire is complete a diagram 
similar to the one on the left is created from 
your ratings.  Categories relevant to allotments 
include ‘Facilities and Amenities’, ‘Natural 
Space’ and ‘Play and Recreation’ See http://

www.placestandard.scot/#/home 


